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SelwynΩs Two New Athletics Stars are Soaring! 

Huge congratulations to our new Year 9 twins Ellen and Billie Carter who soared to victory at the  

Eastern Zone Athletics this week. They pulled off an impressive double – Ellen finishing first and  

Billie finishing second in both the 100m and 200m junior girls. The weather was dreadful but the girls did 

themselves proud and we are very proud of them.  
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Hāro! Our Senior Pasifika Students are Soaring!  

We are thrilled with the results of our eligible Pasifika students in NCEA last year. As the graphs show, our  
Pasifika students have every reason to be very proud of themselves. The University Entrance pass rate  
compared to the national results is particularly outstanding! Hāro! 

Advance Notice  

Selwise and NCEA Parent Evening 7pm - Thursday 16 March—Staffroom  



Please note that the PTA AGM for 2016 is taking place on Monday 27th 
May, 7.30pm in the Selwyn staffroom.  All welcome. 

Introducing Our New Teachers 

Joanne Mijares-Supelana 

I was born and raised in Auckland, with a Filipino heritage. I earned my Grad Dip in Secondary  
Teaching  at Auckland University and studied at AUT for my Bachelor’s degree in Visual Arts and  
Certificate in Art and Design Intermediate.  During my time studying at University I worked part time 
as well as being a practicing artist doing shows, exhibitions and entering awards.  
 
Getting accepted to teach at this school has been a privilege. Being a new teacher I've noticed that 
there have been many friendly and warm faces who are always eager to offer help. I feel extremely 
fortunate to take part and work with such amazing and supportive group of people. Being part of the 
Selwyn College Community, I feel I will always get the support and help needed to improve and  
develop teaching pedagogies and strategies to get the students to reach their highest potential. It's  

fantastic to see how much the Art department and Performing Arts have to offer their student's and I'm excited to be 
able to be part of these departments.  

Lance Cash 
 
I'm one of the new English teachers at Selwyn. I grew up in Taupō, but have lived all over New Zealand 
and also overseas in the Pacific and Israel-Palestine.  I've done a few different things before teaching, 
including exhibiting and selling my own art, working for environmental NGOs in Wellington and also a 
NZ Aid funded contract in the Solomon Islands in local government.  For the last two years I've been 
teaching English in Kaikohe, Northland.  
 
I'm loving Selwyn College - the positive learning environment here and the ambition of our students.  

Dominic Yates 
 
Hi I'm Dominic (Dom) Yates and I've been a teacher in Auckland for quite a few years now.  I was a 
reliever at Selwyn for some weeks in 2016 and loved the dynamic, ambitious and positive attitude of 
the students and the friendly, supportive and inclusive nature and disposition of the staff.  So it's great 
to be a full timer at Selwyn in 2017. 
 
I'm teaching my first loves - History and Social Studies. Economics is a new challenge for me.  My  
passions are cycling and reading and animated movies and music.  



Georgie Carey 
 
I have recently moved up from Christchurch to join the English department at Selwyn College. 
This is my second year teaching after spending a year teaching at schools around England.  
 
Being part of the Selwyn community has been great so far, everyone is really supportive and I am  
enjoying getting to know the students. 

Preeti Bhatia 
 
I am a first year teacher and I am really excited to be working at Selwyn College. Over the past 
years I have worked for Auckland Libraries, including the research centre.  
 
I have found Selwyn College to be very welcoming and supportive. The staff, students and 
community are all amazing; a great place to be.  

Rebecca George 
This year I have joined the Social Sciences department, teaching Junior Social Studies and Sen-
ior History. I have previously been teaching at Green Bay High School and having grown up in 
Glendowie, I am pleased to return to the Eastern Bays to join the Selwyn College community. I 
have a passion for history, with a particular focus on social history and am look forward to  
sharing this passion with my students. 
 

In my spare time, I enjoy baking and have previously worked as a cake decorating instructor. I 
also enjoy exploring the outdoors and playing indoor netball. The highlight of my year so far 
has been attending the Year 9 Camp. This experience allowed me to get to know some of the 

fabulous new Year 9 students, incredible Year 13 leaders and wonderfully supportive Selwyn staff. 

A Wonderful Success for Alan Fletcher 

We were thrilled to learn that our Art teacher Alan Fletcher got 

3rd in his age group at the Ironman in Taupo last weekend!   

Alan also won the Ultra distance age group Silver medal from  

Triathlon New Zealand. (The race doubled as the national  

championship).  

 

As a result, Alan has been selected to represent New Zealand in 

the International Union Long Course Triathlon World Champion-

ships in Penticton later this year.  

 

Congratulations Alan! 

Advance Notice 

Polyfest 2017  15-18 March 



Homestay Families Wanted 

We are looking for warm, welcoming families in the school 

zone area to be a host. 

¶ Homestay fees—$270 per week paid weekly by   

direct debit 

¶ Students require a private bedroom with desk, 

dresser, wardrobe and heater. 

¶ 3 meals per day 

¶ Access to laundry, telephone and TV 

¶ Internet at your discretion 

Hosting an international student is fun!  They generally 

arrive with good English skills, a very positive attitude and 

an outgoing personality.   

If you are interested or know of anyone else who may be 

interested, please email: 

international.office@selwyn.school.nz 

Selwyn Community Education 

 

See our website www.selwyncomed.school.nz 

for details and enrolling or phone 521 9623 

Think Talk: White-Collar and Blue-Collar  

Financial Crime in New Zealand 
14 March 

Genealogy: Ancestry 13 March 

Indesign 14 March 

Drama: Audition Strategies 21 March 

Managing Stress and Anxiety 21 March 

Chocolate Making for Easter 22 March 

Massage—An Introduction 22 March 

Brush Calligraphy for Beginners 22 March 

Gibbs Sculpture Farm Visit 24 March 

Explore Sculptures & Murals in the Central 

City 
26 March 

Saturday 1 April  

Children’s Book Illustration: Character 

Development 
 

Digital Photography—Beginners DSLR  

Workshop 
 

How to be found on the Internet  

How to Teach Adults  

Introduction to Digital Textile Design  

Using Social Media for Marketing  

Travel Write  

Drawing for Beginners Workshop  

Lampshade Making  

Making Macaroons  

Painting for Beginners with Acrylics Workshop  

The Tea Party  

Travellers’ Italian (Weekend Course)  

Using Native Plants for Healing  

Soft Stone Sculpture  

Maths Tuition 

Indu Gupta works as a Maths Teacher Aide for Years  

9-12.   

 

She is offering private tutorial classes for Maths.  Indu 

specialises in Algebra and Calculus. 

 

Her contact details are: indugupt19@gmail.com  

Phone 021 034 6201 


